IED Press speech, Press conference at EDC on 22 October 2003.

We are very honored to be a partner of EDC and CD(E) in this project funded by European commission via ACE-EAEF. This is a first direct cooperation between IED, CD(E) and EDC and we hope that we continue to cooperate further on other projects.

Innovation Energie Development (IED) is an independent engineering and consultancy firm, based in Lyon, France. IED provides technical, economic, financial, regulatory and social services on power sector issues, rural electrification, energy efficiency and sustainable development in Europe, Africa and Asia. 

Thanks to the strong international thrust of our activities, IED maintains a close relationship with a wide range of organizations. This gives us a privileged position to observe and anticipate trends in the energy, development and environment sectors. 

Our approach involves the end-user at all stages of project development, supported by a fine needs analysis. IED services cover analysis of sector operators, assessment and implementation of measures aiming at their strengthening, which includes public sector partnerships and regulatory frameworks.

Actually more than a dozen deregulated power markets are operating in different developed and developing countries. The reason to chose the Nord Pool is that the Nord pool is the world most developed international power market which has been evolved from the old model of bilateral and multilateral exchange among the vertically integrated utilities in each Nordic country to competitive market. The differences in generation mix have made it economically attractive to trade power, allowing the countries to optimize production. The Nord Pool demonstrates the possibilities of an international power market, an attractive option in long term for GMS countries with small power systems and different generation mix.

IED role in this project is to assist EDC to organize a workshop and study tour in Nordic countries which form the Nord Pool power market for GMS countries (CLVT). Although there is difference in timing, power sectors in the GMS will go under major restructuring in the period 2003 – 2010 with objective to introduce more competition in generation and distribution of electricity. New competitive structure in power sector is a necessary condition to create a power market, but in order to be operational power market in future, a synchronisation in power structure and regulation framework need to be elaborated in advance. The experiences in other power markets show that restructure and deregulation are continuing learning-by-doing process and there is still much to be learned from other Power markets.

The critical success of the creation a competitive power market in GMS depends on many factors. However, given the willingness of cooperation and the first steps in border small-scale exchanges, GMS utilities are surely moving toward the power pool in an incremental capacity building and learning process. The next step would be to have a Road Map of interconnection which shows concrete benchmarks for harmonisation and synergy of the institutional, regulatory, economic and technical processes. IED is pleased to be a part of this process and will support all initiatives in this direction. Thank you for your attention. 
